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In honor of Cybersecurity Awareness Month, we’re sharing 8 must-know tips for businesses looking to improve their 
security posture. Share this cheatsheet with your IT department and see how your business stacks up! 

Cybersecurity Cheatsheet for Businesses

Require employees to change their 
passwords on a regular basis and use 

encrypted password managers to 
securely store credentials. Use 

multi-factor authentication for an 
added layer of protection. 

5. Set Strong
Password Policies

Having multiple redundancies in place 
protects your business in the event 
one security system fails. Important 

security layers include antivirus 
software, firewalls, intrusion 

protection systems, and virtual 
private networks (VPNs).

6. Implement Multiple
Protection Layers

Give employees access to only the 
specific data and applications needed 

to perform their jobs. Prohibit 
software installation without specific 

administrator permission.

4. Limit Employee Access to
Data and Information
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Change the default router login information and create a 
password that’s at least 15 characters long. Set up private 

and public access to keep employees and the public on 
separate networks. As a reminder, keep all firmware and 

software updated regularly. 

8. Secure Company Wi-Fi Networks

Bring your own device policies are popular in the 
workplace, but personal devices allow more entry points 

for data breaches. Make sure to define acceptable use 
guidelines and consider installing a mobile device 

management (MDM) software for extra protection.

7. Create Strict Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) Policies

All employees, regardless of job title, 
should understand basic security 

concepts including (but not limited to) 
password policies, device policies, and 

email security best practices. 

1. Train Employees in
Basic Security Principles

Keep data backed up in the cloud 
(and/or an off-site storage facility) 

and schedule regular backups. Data 
backups help prevent the loss of 

vital company assets through 
hacking or emergencies. 

2. Back Up Important
Business Data

Phishing email scams that try to trick 
employees into opening malicious links 

are one of the most common entry 
points for hackers. Set up spam filters, 

message encryption, and antivirus 
software to prevent threats from 

reaching their targets.

3. Implement Email
Restrictions

+35%
During the pandemic, the 
proportion of new attack 
methods and malware 
rose 35%.2

The most common types of cyberattacks on 
small businesses include: 3

Phishing/Social Engineering: 57%
Compromised/Stolen Devices: 33%
Credential Theft: 30%
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82% of data breaches in 
2022 involved the Human 
Element, including Social 
Attacks, Errors, and Misuse.1

82%


